Governor Recruitment

Hinwick Hall College – Local Governing Body

Livability is a leading Christian disability charity forming out of a merger in 2007 between The Shaftesbury Society and John Grooms. With the emphasis on choice, independence and control, we offer a wide range of services throughout the UK.   Our annual turnover is approximately £40million a year and we employ approximately 1800 staff with over 200 volunteers also supporting the work.

We run two colleges and a school which cater for approximately 200 young people with profound and multiple learning difficulties, with residential facilities available on-site.   Each of our education establishments is led by a Principal and senior management team who report to Livability’s Director of Operations, who in turn reports to the Chief Executive.  Each of the education establishments is also accountable to a Local Governance Body which reports through an Education Oversight Committee to Livability’s Board of Trustees.

Hinwick Hall College

Hinwick Hall College is one of our education establishments, a residential and day college, working with around 50 young people aged between 16 and 25 years of age and situated in rural Northamptonshire.  The work is truly inspiring and you can find out more about us via the Livability and Hinwick Hall web site.  

Unfortunately  our intake of students this September has been disappointing.  Our recent Ofsted inspection rated us as satisfactory but we are convinced  that we have the potential to improve on this rating in the next 12 months.  Ofsted reported that outcomes for learners are satisfactory. Learners’ achievement of accredited qualifications is high. They enjoy college and produce work to a good standard. Learners make good progress in developing their communication skills (and ) Specialist therapeutic and medical support is very good. Specialist therapists contribute substantially to initial assessment and provide useful strategies for teaching staff. Learners receive effective and reliable care in their college-based residential houses and flats.

We are now looking to strengthen our Local Governing Body by recruiting a new Chair of Governors together with a number of new Foundation Governors who can bring their experience and skills to work collaboratively with the Principal in supporting the improvements required.

The Overall Purpose of the Local Governance Board

The overall purpose of the LGB is found in its commitment to help the college it leads in providing the best and safest learning environment possible to facilitate individual and community success for all within the college, helping students achieve the Every Child Matters outcomes and promoting community cohesion.

The five ECM outcomes identified as key to young people’s well-being are:

· being healthy: promoting and living as healthy a lifestyle as possible

· staying safe: being protected from harm and neglect

· enjoying and achieving: getting the most out of life and developing skills for the future

· making a positive contribution: being involved with the community and society and demonstrating positive social skills and behaviour

· economic well-being: not being disadvantaged by economic status from achieving one’s full potential 

The LGB is a partner in leadership with the Principal and senior management team, having the different but complementary roles and responsibilities of governance and management for the strategic direction and success of the college. The LGB takes a full part in driving the improvement and culture of the college, contributing to the achievement of its vision and values and upholding its Christian ethos.   
An  effective LGB ensures this by carrying out its three main roles:

· setting the college’s vision and strategic aims and agreeing plans and policies, making creative use of available resources

· monitoring and evaluating performance, including that of the Principal, and acting as a critical friend in supporting and challenging him or her in managing the college well
· ensuring that the college is accountable to the students and parents/carers it serves, to its local community and communities it represents, to those who fund and maintain it, and to the staff it employs

The role descriptions and application form for Chair of Governors and Foundation Governors are attached and we hope you feel motivated to apply.  Governors are all volunteers but out of pocket expenses will be paid.
For an informal chat to find out more please contact Jane Smeathers, PA to the Principal on 01933 312470
More information about Livability and our services can be found on our website – 

www.livability.org.uk    

